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              Японский орнитолог
С 14 марта  по 11 ноября 2011 года в нашем Муравьевском  парке устойчивого природопользования находился японский профессор орнитолог Тамаки Китагава. Он наблюдал и изучал особенности гнездования даурских и уссурийских журавлей.
Многие друзья Муравьевского парка общались с этим очень добрым человеком. Группа клуба «Разум» и Православной гостиной подарила ему 1000  бумажных журавликов для моральной под-держки в  дни  землетрясений в его стране.

 В Японии журавлик – символ мира и защита от радиации. Тамаки с большим желанием согласился передать подарки для японского Свято-Никольского православного монастыря в Токио. Наместник в нем  иеромонах Герасим (Шевцов) из Троице-Сергиевой лавры.  Подарки – чудотворная Албазинская икона Божией Матери «Слово плоть бысть» и книга о ней «Албазинская святыня». Недавно мы получили от него письмо и фото. 
Японская митрополия издаёт Православный вестник «Сэйкё дзихо». В №1 за 2012 г есть статья о том, что наша Православная гостиная подарила им чудотворную Албазинскую икону «Слово Плоть Бысть» для помощи в тяжёлое время землетрясений.
«Пресвятая Богородице, спаси нас!», – пишут они. 
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На снимке иподиакон Климент Китахара и 
Тамаки Китагава с нашим подарком у храма Воскресения, на территории которого находится Свято-Никольский  мужской монастырь.
          Американский журнал 
                  «Журавль»
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Dr. Sergei and Elena Smirenski

Fire destroys two cabins, damages a third,
and claims 11,000 acres in grassland habitat.

It is not easy to explain this year’s events since they took several unexpected
turns. The year was highly successful for bird monitoring and hydrology
research programs and for the Demonstration Farm activities. In late 2010 we
could not have known how much time Dr. Tamaki would spend in the field (7
days a week for 8 months!) and what a thorough and diligent researcher he is
(and he just informed us that he would like to come back for another season
this year!). We also did not know that we would be hosting an amazing team of
three Moscow hydro biologists and three wonderful ornithology students from
Germany.

Although our fire prevention and suppression program was a huge success in
April, it was interrupted in the fall, when we were denied governmental
permits to burn and the Park area was not protected by firebreaks. This
problem brought a devastating fire in early October (started by a neighboring
co-op) that engulfed 90% of the Park’s lands, destroying two summer cabins
and 10 acres of soybeans. Fighting this fire took some of the funds budgeted for
other needs. On the other hand, this disaster created broader publicity and
brought even more local supporters to the Park.

In spite of staff and funds shortages, we accomplished more than we planned
due to the growing support of volunteers and donations from FOMP members
around the world.

Yes, the year 2011 was indeed a very challenging one. It produced amazing
outcomes but also exacerbated a number of lingering unsolved problems that
threatened the very existence of the Park, but at the same time brought hope for
a breakthrough into a new era in the Park’s history.

.
Agriculture

Dr. Sergei and Elena Smirenski

It was not easy to get our farming
program up and running this year,
especially because of the shortage of
skilled and responsible farmhands
in the region. In early April we
hired two farmhands, but they quit
soon thereafter. One of them, before
quitting, managed to drive a tractor
into the wetland- and he had no
reason to drive it the wetland in the

Our “stray” tractor had to be rescued

Sfront the wetland in April.
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Issue HIGHLIGHTS

P
-A. German students conduct bird
i migration monitoring.

Read more on page 3

“l ! Y Anew language-environment

} summer school starts in Park.
Read more on page 4

Students participate in water

; monitoring during summer
language-environment camp.

Read more on page 5

Jeb Barzen helps develop plan
for prescribed burning in the
Park.

Read more on page 6

Wildlife sweeps through Park
. and destroys cabins.

Read more on page 7

_ Administration and staff face
many challenges in 2011.
Read more on page 9

form on page 1 17 .

first place! The tractor was pulled out
with help from neighbors but was
out of use until late November.

We were very fortunate to quickly
find and hire three other, more
skilled, interested, and responsible
workers, and with this new team we
were able to plow the fields and

Agriculture...continued on page 8
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Conservation and Research

Dr. Sergei and Elena Snirenski
Our 2011 research program
was a blockbuster!

Crane Monitoring

Dr. Tamaki Kitagawa arrived at the
Park in mid March (just a few days
after the disastrous tsunami and
earthquake in Japan that occurred on
11 March) and stayed until mid
November. He worked as a high
school biology teacher in Tokyo for
many years but always wanted to
come back to his first love - studying
cranes, especially, Tancho (the Red-
crowned Crane) - in the field. As a
young university student, he was
fortunate to meet George Archibald,
do some fieldwork with him, and
publish several research articles.

During the eight months of
practically daily field research Dr.
Kitagawa gathered an impressive
amount of data on comparative
territorial behavior of breeding Red-
crowned and White-naped Cranes
within the Park, including
relationships among nesting pairs
within one species (White-naped
Cranes) and between species. He also
documented stopover concentrations
of Hooded and White-naped Cranes
during migration. He mapped all
active crane nests and their territories
in the Park: 14 of White-naped
Cranes (13 produced chicks) and

Dr. Kitagawa is watching crane nests

during his field research in June 2012.

Tamaki Kitagatea is giving an origani class

to the visitors at the Park’s booth during the
AmurExpo 2011 in Blagoveshchensk

three nests of Red-crowned cranes
(two produced chicks; the low
number of Red-crowned Cranes
reflects the current situation with the
western mainland population
wintering in China - that has

Developing a Stronger Cooperation
with the Amur Region Government

We are seeking ways to cooperate
more closely with the Amur Region
Government, to facilitate
implementation of our activities
(such as creating firebreaks), so that
we can provide broader benefits
within the Amur Region, and to
secure financial support for some of
our programs. We would like to
provide staff with more competitive
salaries, and to hire new staff (we
need at least two more people -

Biologist/Bird Keeper and a Site
Manager; we also are looking for
worthy candidates for the Director’s
position; such individuals are hard to
find in the region). We see the
expansion of the Demonstration
Farm as one way to raise income for
Park operations, yet achieving closer
cooperation with government
agencies may also help us solve these
staffing and salary problems.

Galina Zubakina, leader of the “Ralizoom”
(="Mind” as in “The Beautiful Mind”)

group of the “Russian Orthodox Parlor”

club in Blagoveshchensk, presented 1000
origami cranes made by her group,
together with best wishes of good healt
and happiness to Tamaki Kitagawa, his

family, and all Japanese people.

decreased during the last 10 years
from approximately 750 to 400
birds).

These results will allow the Park to
evaluate the roles of wetlands and
uplands at different stages of the
breeding season and to organize
more efficient protection of
endangered cranes and their habitats.

In addition to his diligent research,
Tamaki provided much needed help
by taking care of our captive birds,
and sometimes giving tours and
origami classes to the Park’s visitors.
The people of the Amur Region
became very fond of Tamaki. On
Earth Day (22 April), a big group of
retired people arrived at the Park
with a special folk program in honor
of Dr. Kitagawa, to express their
compassion and support to the
people of Japan who suffered from
the catastrophic events in March.

Conservation...continued on page 3
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   В  С Ш А в штате Висконсин, где находится Международный центр защиты журавлей выходит журнал «Журавль».

В № 2 за 2012 год  описывается жизнь нашего Муравьёвского парка устойчивого природопользования.
                    Краткий перевод
Представители Православной гостиной клуба
«Разум» изготовили 1000 журавликов и подарили их японскому орнитологу Тамаки Китагава в связи с тем, что на его родине произошло землетрясение, повлекшее разрушение атомной электростанции. Япония подверглась радиоактивному облучению.
     В Японии существует поверие в то, что 1000 бумажных журавликов, выполненные руками людей, помогают в этой беде. Многие города Японии украшены журавликами, сделанными детьми. Поэтому мы  подарили Тамаки 1000 журавликов. 
